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U2:L3 – Special Cases  
Any base to the power of 1, is the base. 

51  

491  

123451  

0.991  
 

Any base to the power of 0 is 1.  

50  

490  

(− 100)0  

0.130  
 

A negative base with an even exponent is positive. 

(−2)2  
(−3)2  

(− 2)4  

(−3)4  
 

A negative base with an odd exponent is negative.  

(−2)3  
(−3)3  

(− 2)5  

(−3)5  
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Fractions with exponents require the exponent to be applied to both the 

numerator and denominator. 

(
2

3
)

3

 
 

(
3

5
)

2

 
 

(
5

9
)

2

  
 

(
11

13
)

2

 
 

 

 

Variables (letters) can also be used with exponents. Fill in the table below: 

 BASE EXPONENT REPEATED 
MULTIPLICATION 

𝑦2    
(𝑎𝑏)3    
(𝑔ℎ)4    
𝑥𝑦3    
3𝑤4    
(4𝑙)3    
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Negative Bases 

(−2)3 

BASE  

EXPONENT  

REPEATED 
MULTIPLICATION 

 

EVALUATE  

−2 3 

BASE  

EXPONENT  

REPEATED 
MULTIPLICATION 

 

EVALUATE  

 

TRY IT OUT! 
Write out the repeated multiplication, and then evaluate.  

(−4)3 −33 −54 (−10)1 
 
 
 
 

−102 (−10)2 −76 
−

1

2

3

 

 
 
 

 


