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U4:L6 Adding + Subtracting Rational Expressions 
Adding and subtracting rational expressions is somewhat similar to adding and 

subtracting radical expressions.  

You will be faced with one of the following situations: 

a) Denominators are the Same 

Just as with fractions, if the denominators are the same, then simply add the 

numerators and keep the common denominator. 

Examples: 
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b) Denominators are Different 

When the denominators are different, you must re-write the fractions with 

equivalent common denominators before adding / subtracting. 
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PRACTICE: Page 336 Questions 1, 3, 5(a,e), 6(b,d), 7 (a)  


